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1. ON JULY 12, 1978, CONOFE MAISH APPEARED WITH PERMISSION 
OE THE COURT TO AUDIT THE TESTIMONY OE MARIA MANUELA DA 
GRACA NUNES TEXEIRA LOPES, A PORTUGUESE EMPLOYEE OE THE 
CANADIAN EMBASSY IN LISBON WHO WAS INVOLVED IN THE ISSUANCE 
OE A CANADIAN PASSPORT TO RAMON GEORGE SNEYD ALSO KNOWN AS 
JAMES EARL RAY. WHEN CONOEE APPEARED SHE WAS INEORMED BY THE 
CLERK OF COURT THAT BECAUSE OE OBJECTIONS BY THE CANADIAN 
EMBASSY, SHE WOULD BE UNABLE TO ATTEND HEARINGS AS SHE HAD 
DONE PREVIOUSLY (REETEL). 

2. CONOEF O'NEILL CALLED ON CANADIAN CHARGE, RAY EDWARD 
CALDWELL, JULY 13 WHO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD OBJECTED TO 
PRESENCE OE ANYONE, INCLUDING US OEEICIALS, DURING LOPES'S 
TESTIMONY SINCE HE HAD BEEN DENIED PERMISSION TO ATTEND. HE 
ALSO CONFIRMED THAT ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM OTTAWA, MRS. LOPES 
HAD REEUSED TO HONOR TWO PREVIOUS SUMMONS TO APPEAR AND 
TESTIFY UNTIL FINED AND THREATENED WITH ARREST. THE 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT HAD PREVIOUSLY CLAIMED LIMITED DIPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY EOR MRS. LOPES WITH REGARD TO ALL HER ACTIONS WHILE 
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WORKING EOR THE CANADIAN EMBASSY AND REQUESTED THAT THE 
SUBPOENA BE WITHDRAWN. THE CANADIAN EMBASSY HAD HOPED THAT 
THE COURT WOULD UPHOLD SUCH CLAIMS. 

3. ON JULY 12, MRS. LOPES ANSWERED ONLY THOSE QUESTIONS WHICH 
REFERRED TO HER NAME, DATE AND PLACE OE BIRTH, AND OCCUPATION. 

ON INSTRUCTIONS, SHE REEERRED ALL OTHER QUESTIONS TO THE 
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CANADIAN EMBASSY. CALDWELL SAID IT WAS UNFAIR TO ASK 
SOMEONE TO COMMENT ON SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED TEN YEARS AGO 
WHICH COULD ONLY BE A BLUR IN HER MOMORY AND THAT IE REQUIRED 
TO DO SO WOULD REQUIRE REEERENCE TO OEEICIAL CANADIAN FILES 
WHICH HE EMPHASIZED WERE "CLOAKED BY DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY." 

4. IN RESPONSE TO CONOEE O'NEILL'S QUESTION, CALDWELL SAID 
THAT HE WOULD EORWARD TO OTTAWA ANY REQUEST, CONVEYED BY 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE, EOR TESTIMONY EROM MRS. LOPES IN THE 
CANADIAN EMBASSY IN THE PRESENCE OF CANADIAN EMBASSY PERSONNEL. 
CALDWELL NOTED THAT THERE WERE US/CANADIAN DIPLOMATIC AND 

POLICE CHANNELS THROUGH WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OE CANADA IE APPROACHED 

WOULD BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE. CALDWELL EMPHASIZED THAT 

THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT DID NOT WANT TO DRAW PUBLIC ATTENTION 

AGAIN, HOWEVER SLIGHT, TO THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THE JAMES 

EARLY RAY MATTER AND THE LAX WAY IN WHICH CANADIAN PASSPORTS 

USED TO BE ISSUED. 

5. CALDWELL ALSO STRESSED THAT IE THE COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
WANTED TO TAKE TESTIMONY FROM MRS. LOPES, THE CANADIAN 
EMBASSY WOULD REQUIRE, IN ADVANCE: 

- LIST OE INTERROGATORIES; 

- NAME OE INTERVIEWER, AND; 

- AN INDICATION OF WHETHER MRS. LOPES COULD BE PLACED UNDER 
OATH. 
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6. PLEASE ADVISE. 

BLOOMEIELD 
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